


Bright IDEAS Webinar
Adding Visual Appeal to Enhance 

Online Courses



Goals

• Define Visual Appeal in the 
context of online courses

• Share best practices for Visual 
Appeal design strategies

• Share tools that will empower 
you and make it easy to create 
Visually Appealing elements 
for your online courses



Definition: Visual Appeal

Visual appeal refers to the overall attractiveness and aesthetic qualities of a visual 
design, such as a website, graphic, product, or environment.

It is the ability of an image, layout, or composition to capture and hold the viewer's 
attention, evoke positive emotions, and communicate its message effectively.

Visual appeal can be influenced by a variety of factors, including color, texture, 
symmetry, balance, contrast, and proportion.

Ultimately, the goal of visual appeal is to create a pleasing and engaging visual 
experience that resonates with the viewer and leaves a lasting impression.



Higher Completion Rates
(McGivney-Burelle and Xie, 2019)

Better Test Performance
(Fetzner and Haskins, 2013)

Better Real-World Knowledge Application
(Kosaraju and Budhai, 2015)

Improved Time Management and Interaction
(Bell and Federman, 2013)



“Graphic designers translate concepts and ideas 

into a visual representation by organizing and 

connecting elements into a structure. This 

arrangement of elements is done with an intended 

effect in mind, a goal. 

Since the communication between designers and 

viewers have defined purposes, design is 

essentially rhetorical. This intentional and 

deliberate production of meaning is the rhetorical 

function of graphic design.”

Emanuel, B. (2010). Rhetoric in graphic design. Grafische Werkstatt Hochschule Anhalt Dessau. 

Retrieved from: https://www.academia.edu/2515901/Rhetoric_in_Graphic_Design

Visual Rhetoric



Rhetorical Devices 

“Every manufactured item sends out signals to the mind or emotions. These 

signals - strong or weak, wanted or unwanted, clear or hidden - create feelings.”

Dieter Rams



Contrast: Good use of contrast will bring an element of order and visual comprehension to your work.

Repetition: Effective use of repetition will help to organize your work in a logical manner and make it easier for a viewer to process. 

According to Williams (1994), you should “Repeat some aspect of the design throughout the entire piece” if you can.

Alignment: Elements should have an obvious or clear connection to each other. This promotes a strong sense of cohesion.

Proximity: When possible, group similar elements together. Don’t scatter elements around a composition when they can be linked in a 

meaningful way.

CRAP Model of Design



Contrast Examples

Use contrast with color, shapes, and fonts 

Use contrast with color, shapes, and fonts 



Repetition Examples

Image from: https://www.mavrocreative.com/blog/good-design-needs-repetition/

• Bullet lists

• Colors 

• Shapes 

• Icons

• Textures 

• Sizes



Alignment Examples

Images from: https://vwo.com



Proximity Examples



Fonts and Colors: Emotional Impact



Visual Appeal in Online Courses

Graphic 
Organizers

Color
Charts &
Graphs

Banners

Infographics Timelines Illustrations Characters

Animations
Photo 

Editing
Smart Art Resources



Plant Cells Versus Animal Cells

Plant and animal cells have both similarities and differences in their structures and functions. Both cell types 

are eukaryotic and share many fundamental features, such as the presence of a nucleus and various 

membrane-bound organelles. However, there are also several key differences between plant and animal 

cells. One major difference is the presence of a cell wall in plant cells, which provides rigidity and support to 

the cell. Plant cells contain large central vacuoles that store water and nutrients, while animal cells have 

smaller, more numerous vacuoles. Another difference is the presence of chloroplasts in plant cells, which 

are responsible for photosynthesis and the production of energy-rich molecules. In terms of size, animal 

cells are generally smaller than plant cells. When it comes to mobility, animal cells are generally more 

mobile and capable of changing shape to perform various functions, such as phagocytosis or muscle 

contraction, while plant cells are largely stationary due to being anchored to a stationary location by their 

cell walls. These similarities and differences reflect the adaptations of plant and animal cells to their unique 

environments and lifestyles.



Charts & Graphs

Plant Cells Versus Animal Cells



Charts & Graphs 

Lucid Chart



Assignment Prompt

Part 1: For this activity, you will be developing a list of important information 
that is necessary for Amazon to be able to fulfill a customer's request to 
purchase a shirt. Think about this carefully - what are the steps that are 
taken when someone is looking for a shirt, finds the right shirt, and places 
the order. What pieces of information does Amazon need to collect from the 
user to be able to fulfill their order? Remember, all of this data requires a 
database to store it in the background. In essence, this activity is a database 
planning exercise.
Part 2: Once you and your team members feel that you have created a 
complete list for Part 1, discuss with your teammates any relationships you 
see between the elements. Then take the individual elements you listed and 
move them into groups of related items. These will represent the tables in 
your database. 
Now you are ready to design your database.



Database 
Amazon 
Order 

Brainstorming 
Activity



Padlet
Student-
created



TEACHING PRESENCE
Examples of Roles in Action



Graphic 
Organizer -
Canva

• Free Educators Account

• Vast Free Template 
Library



Infographic:
Piktochart



Stock Photos (Pexels) & 
Banners (Canva)



Animated GIFs
(Paint & EZGIF)



Animated GIFs
(Paint & EZGIF)





Cartoons & Comics (Go Comics)



Why use an Avatar?



Personalization
Privacy
Consistency
Attention
Engaging
Relatable
Emotional connection



Avatar Creators:

Avatar Maker
Cartoonify
Avachara
Character Creator



Module 1 will look 
at commercial 

construction laws 
since 2010.

Please contact me if you have questions.
Godcharles.tim@spcollege.edu
727-341-3732

How can understanding 
statistical probabilities
help me in my own life?

mailto:Godcharles.tim@spcollege.edu


So...What are you going to try?



Wrap Up

• Blog posts

• Demos

• Coffee or the Cup

• Website: FacultySupport.SPCollege.edu

• Have an idea (or need one) for improving your course, but not sure 
where to start? Email us at IDEAS@SPCollege.edu

• IDEAS Event Feedback Form:
https://web.spcollege.edu/survey/34293

Topic Webinar Coffee or the Cup

Accessibility 4/18/23 4/25/23
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